
 
MINUTES OF THE 

OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Government Services Center, Commissioners’ Room 

500 Fir Avenue W., Fergus Falls, MN 
Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
Call to Order 

The Otter Tail County Human Services Board convened Tuesday, June 13, 2006, at  
9:31 a.m., at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center with Commissioners  
Roger Froemming, Chair; Dennis Mosher, Vice-Chair; Bob Block, Syd Nelson, and  
Malcolm Lee present. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve the Human 
Services Board agenda of June 13, 2006, as mailed. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Froemming, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve the Human 
Services Board minutes of May 23, 2006, as presented. 

 
Legislative Update 

Court Services Director, Chuck Kitzman, provided a draft Minnesota Association of County 
Probation Officers 2006 Session Summary dated May 25, 2006.  He reviewed the Public 
Safety Omnibus Policy Bill and discussion took place regarding Drug Courts. 
 

Out of State Conference Attendance 
Motion by Lee, second by Block, and unanimously carried to authorize Public Health Nurse, 
Marion Kershner, to attend the World Tobacco Health Conference in Washington DC, July 12 
through July 15, paid for by the Minnesota Department of Health Tobacco Free Communities 
Grant held by Clay County, with expenses not to exceed $3,000. 
 

Safe Community Coalition Funds 
Motion by Mosher, second by Nelson, and unanimously carried to authorize the Public Health 
Director to apply for Safe Community Coalition Grant Funds to be used for encouraging seat 
belt usage.  The motion approved entering into a grant agreement with the Minnesota 
Division of Traffic Safety and authorizes the Public Health Director to execute the grant 
agreements. 
 

Public Health Staffing 
Public Health Director, Diane Thorson, reported an increased refugee population caseload for 
the nurses and increased workload due to Pandemic Flu planning.  She requested hiring two 
part time (30 hrs. per week) positions to replace one full time position that is currently vacant.  
Ms. Thorson also requested hiring two intermittent Public Health Nurses to have staff 
resources available for leaves of absences and/or increased caseloads during specific times.  
Motion by Mosher, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to authorize the Public Health 
Director to proceed with the hiring of two 30 hour per week positions in place of the current 
full time, vacant position and two intermittent Public Health Nurses. 
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Employee Recognition 
Chairman Froemming presented an appreciation plaque to Public Health Clerk,  
Bernadine Lemke, and Public Health Nurse, Annette Wigert, and thanked them for their years 
of public service with the County. 
 

Human Services Department Staffing 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to authorize the Human 
Services Director to replace a Child Protection Social Worker position with a temporary Child 
Protection Social Worker position. 
 

Bills & Claims 
Motion by Nelson, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve the Human Services 
bills & claims as presented. 
 

Adjournment 
At 10:26 a.m., Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Human 
Services Board adjourned until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 27, 2006. 
 
Dated: ____________________    OTTER TAIL COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 
 
 By: _________________________________________ 
  Roger Froemming, Human Services Board Chair 
Attest: ____________________ 
 Larry Krohn, Clerk 
 

Call to Order 
The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners convened Tuesday, June 13, 2006, at  
10:33 a.m., at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center with Commissioners  
Roger Froemming, Chair; Dennis Mosher, Vice-Chair; Bob Block, Syd Nelson, and  
Malcolm Lee present. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Mosher, second by Nelson, and unanimously carried to approve the County Board 
agenda of June 13, 2006, with one addition as follows: 

County Attorney’s Office – Out-of-State Travel Request 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Lee, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve the County Board 
minutes of June 6, 2006, as presented. 
 

Approval to Pay Bills 
Motion by Mosher, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the 
County Board bills per Attachment A of these minutes. 
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Out of State Conference Attendance 
Motion by Block, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to authorize attendance at a 
National Training on crimes against children for Assistant County Attorney, Michelle Eldien, 
located in Dallas, TX.  Cost of the five day training is $400 with hotel and airfare estimated at 
$840.00. 
 

License Applications 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried, to approve the following 
applications for licenses: 

 
*Sherrie Putnam On-Sale Wine and  
Hamburger Hollow On/Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor 
43077 County Highway 53  
New York Mills, MN  56567 
 
**Heisler’s gravel and Rental Property Inc. Consumption and Display (Set Up) Permit 
Heisler’s Country Pub 
47757 375th Ave 
Vergas, MN  56587  

 
+*Joseph Koep Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor 
Koep’s 
21136 County Highway 5 
Clitherall, MN  56524 
 
New York Mills Lions Club Temp. 3.2 On-Sale Malt Liquor 
New York Mills Airport June 23 and 24, 2006 
Newton Township 
 
*Playtime Sports Bar & Ballroom Inc. On-Sale Liquor and Sunday Liquor 
Playtime Sports Bar 
43974 390th Street 
Perham, MN  56573 

 
+*Ye Olde Schoolhouse On/Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor 
24028 Emery Drive 
Erhard, MN  56534 
*Subject to the approval of the County Attorney’s office and to the approval of the County Sheriff’s office. 
+Subject to township review and approval.. 
**Subject to the remittance of the appropriate fees. 

 
County Ditch No. 38 

Ditch Inspector, Randy Wasvick, opened discussion regarding a petition that has been 
received requesting impoundment of waters in Ditch No. 38.  County Attorney, David Hauser, 
stated that the petition should require a bond, an engineering plan, and a statement in the 
petition that recognizes that the petitioner(s) are responsible for the cost of the requested 
project.  Mr. Hauser stated that this is not the case in this particular petition and the 
appropriate action is to notify the petitioner that the Petition for Impoundment for Ditch #38 is 
not a valid petition.  Mr. Hauser will draft an Order to Deny the Petition based on the fact that 
there are no responsibilities for the cost. 
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RESOLUTION CALLING PUBLIC HEARING ON 
SOLID WASTE REVENUE BOND PROJECT ON BEHALF OF 

OTTER TAIL AG ENTERPRISES, LLC 
Otter Tail County Resolution No. 2006 - 45 

 
Commissioner Nelson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Otter Tail County as follows: 
 
 1. This Board has authority under the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Sections 
469.152 to 469.1651, as amended (the “Act”), to issue its revenue bonds to finance solid 
waste facilities. 
 
 2. It has been proposed that the County issue revenue bonds pursuant to the Act 
in the principal amount of up to $16,000,000 (the “Bonds”) and loan the proceeds to Otter Tail 
AG enterprises, LLC (the “Borrower”) to finance the costs of acquiring and installing solid 
waste facilities as part of the ethanol plant being developed by the Borrower in the County. 
 
 3. The Bonds will be limited obligations of the County and will be payable solely 
from loan repayments to be made by the Borrower and any other security pledged by the 
Borrower therefor. 
 
 4. A public hearing on the issuance of the Bonds is hereby called and shall be 
held on at 10:00 o’clock A.M. on Wednesday, July 5, 2006, at the Commissioner’s Room of 
the Otter Tail County Government Services Center, 500 Fir Ave. W., Fergus Falls.  The 
County Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of the hearing to be 
published once in the official newspaper and in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
County at least 14 days prior to the hearing. 
 
Commissioner Block seconded the motion, and upon being put to vote, the above resolution 
was adopted on a unanimous vote. 
 
Adopted at Fergus Falls, Minnesota, this 13th day of June, 2006. 
 
Dated:____________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 By: ____________________________________________ 
 Roger Froemming, Board of Commissioners Chair 
Attest:____________________ 
 Larry Krohn, Clerk 
 

Chemical Dependency Treatment Facility 
Discussion took place regarding a proposed CD Treatment facility to be located on the north 
side of the RTC campus.  The County would own the building and lease it back to the State 
for CD Treatment purposes.  The building process would move forward through the Housing 
& Redevelopment Authority and be paid off in 15 years.  Discussion took place regarding 
splitting off the land for the proposed facility. 
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Recess & Reconvene 
At 11:56 a.m., Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners recessed for lunch break.  The meeting was reconvened at 1:08 p.m. 
 

Business Subsidy Policy 
Upon a motion by Block, seconded by Lee, and unanimously carried, the Otter Tail County 
Board of Commissioners adopts the “County of Otter Tail Business Subsidy Policy” as 
presented by the County Attorney and attached to these minutes as Attachment B. 
 

RESOLUTION CALLING PUBLIC HEARING ON 
ABATEMENTS FOR 

OTTER TAIL AG ENTERPRISES, LLC PROJECT 
Otter Tail County Resolution No. 2006 - 46 

 
Commissioner Nelson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Otter Tail County as follows: 
 
 1. This Board has authority under the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Sections 
469.1812 to 469.1815, as amended (the “Act”), to adopt an abatement resolution granting 
abatements under the Act and retain the abatements to pay debt service on general 
obligation abatement bonds.  This Board also has authority under Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 469.144, Subd. 1, to exercise the powers granted under Chapter 469 to a rural 
development finance authority, including the power to assist in the financing of an ethanol 
project. 
 
 2. It has been proposed that the County issue bonds pursuant to the Act (the 
“Bonds”) and loan approximately $5 million of the proceeds to Otter Tail AG Enterprises, LLC 
(the “Borrower”) to finance part of the costs of acquiring and constructing the ethanol plant 
being developed by the Borrower in the County.  The Bonds would be general obligations of 
the County, payable primarily from abatements granted under the Act and retained by the 
County to pay the debt service on the Bonds. 
 
 3. There has been presented to this Board a list of properties which are proposed 
to be considered for abatement and the total estimated amount of the abatements.  
 
 4. A public hearing on the proposed abatements is hereby called and shall be held 
on at 10:00 o’clock A.M. on Wednesday, July 5, 2006, at the Commissioner’s Room of the 
Otter Tail County Government Services Center, 500 Fir Ave. W., Fergus Falls.  The County 
Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to cause notice of the hearing to be published in a 
newspaper of general interest and readership in the County at least 10 days prior to the 
hearing. 
 
Commissioner Lee seconded the motion, and upon being put to vote, the above resolution 
was adopted on a unanimous vote. 
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Adopted at Fergus Falls, Minnesota, this 13th day of June, 2006. 
 
Dated:____________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 By: ____________________________________________ 
 Roger Froemming, Board of Commissioners Chair 
Attest:____________________ 
 Larry Krohn, Clerk 
 

Amend the Established Time for Public Hearing 
Motion by Mosher, second by Block, and unanimously carried to change the time for the 
Public Hearing for the revenue bonds to finance solid waste facilities from 1:00 p.m. on  
July 5, 2006, to 10:00 a.m. on July 5, 2006. 
 

Sewell Lake High Water Discussion 
Sewell Lake Property Owner, Gerhard Knutson, expressed frustration with Otter Tail County 
Ditch No. 70.  More water is flowing into Sewell Lake than is going out, with the majority 
flowing in because of runoff.  He reviewed the current drainage system.  Mr. Knutson stated 
that, at the last meeting, it was stated that the ditch works.  He noted that there is a 12” tile 
that leaves the lake that is broken.  The water is flowing over the ditch outlet and land around 
the lake is flooding.  These are indications, in his opinion, that the drainage system is not 
working.  The ditch was built in 1923 and followed M.S. 103E very closely.  Mr. Knutson 
stated that Lake Sewell is designed to rise and fall to maintain drainage systems from the 
farm land.  Because the DNR is opposed to putting in drainage systems to lower below the 
Ordinary High Water Level (OHWL), which is the same as the natural overflow, it would not 
help to install a larger outlet.  Mr. Knutson concluded that the purpose of Lake Sewell is 
strictly as an ag ditch which ignores the people on the lake and may have been advisable in 
1923, but not in 2006.  He requested; 1) a drainage system that considers lake owners, not 
just ag, 2) a larger outlet on the lake, and 3) that the Planning Commission look at a long 
term plan to consider how people are adversely affected with high and low water.  Property 
Owner, Jim Puchtel, expressed many of the same concerns as Mr. Knutson, including 
concerns about water clarity and quality and issues with draining a wetland.  Mr. Puchtel 
expressed concern with not being able to use his lake shore property the past 4 to 5 years. 
 

Highway Department High Water Discussion 
Motion by Mosher, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve Fergus Power 
Pump to proceed with pumping to prevent Highway 88 from flooding, without the thirty day 
bid period, because this is an emergency situation. 
 
Highway Engineer, Rick West, opened discussion regarding CSAH No. 18 in the area of 
Crooked Lake.  He estimated the cost of a grade raise on the road at $500,000 to $600,000.  
The option to petition for an outlet into Ditch No. 21 was discussed.  Lengthy discussion took 
place regarding the capacity of Ditch No. 21. 
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Motion by Froemming, second by Lee, and carried with Mosher abstaining to continue with 
the restriction of the flow of water through the culvert under CH 122 between North and South 
Turtle Lakes at approximately 3,000 gallons per minute as authorized by County Board 
motion on May 9, 2006, for an additional 30 days. 
 

State Funding for Damages from the Windstorm of June 20, 2005 
County Coordinator, Larry Krohn, reported total storm damage expenses from the  
June 20, 2005 windstorm, as $869,381.53.  The County received $500,000.00 from the State 
of Minnesota.  Mr. Krohn presented the dollar amounts that are proposed to be paid out to 
the townships, cities, and the County at a rate of $0.58 per dollar spent.  Motion by Block, 
second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to authorize payments to the appropriate 
government entities as presented at the rate of $0.58 per dollar spent. 
 

Adjournment 
At 2:47 p.m., Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners adjourned until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 20, 2006. 
 
Dated:____________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  
 By:______________________________________  
  Roger Froemming, Board of Commissioners Chair 
Attest:____________________  
 Larry Krohn, Clerk  

 
CB/kd 
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