
 
MINUTES OF THE 

OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Government Services Center, Commissioners’ Room 

500 Fir Ave W, Fergus Falls, MN 
Tuesday, August 2, 2005 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
Call to Order 

The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners convened Tuesday, August 2, 2005, at  
9:30 a.m., at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center with Commissioners,  
Bob Block, Chair; Roger Froemming, Vice-Chair; Dennis Mosher, Syd Nelson, and  
Malcolm Lee present. 

 
Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Nelson, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve the County 
Board agenda of August 2, 2005, with the following changes: 

10:00 a.m. – Gerald Skolte, Canceled 
10:40 a.m. – Land & Resource Director Agenda Items Moved From Afternoon to Morning 

11:00 a.m. -  Personnel Committee Meeting Moved From Afternoon to Morning 
 

Approval of Correction – July 12, 2005, Minutes 
Motion by Froemming, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve a correction to 
the County Board minutes of July 12, 2005, as follows: 
 
Page 4 of July 12, 2005, County Board Minutes currently reads: 
Motion by Mosher, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s signature to 
execute a contract between Underwood, MN, Otter Tail County, and Ulteig Engineers, Inc. of Detroit 
Lakes, MN for Street Reconstruction on CSAH 35 – Main Street, S.A.P. 56-635-30, as presented by 
the Assistant Highway Engineer. 
 
The above paragraph is corrected and replaced as follows: 
Motion by Mosher, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s signature to 
execute a contract between the County of Otter Tail and Central Specialties, Inc., of Alexandria, MN, 
for Street Reconstruction on CSAH #35, Main Street in Underwood, MN, S.A.P. 56-635-30. 
 

Clarification - July 26, 2005, Minutes 
Conditional Use Permit – “Pleasure Lake Estates”/Rick & Laura Heinle: 

Motion by Froemming, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to change Condition #5 for 
the Conditional Use Permit approval for “Pleasure Lake Estates” to read as follows:  5)  This 
CUP is effective for up to three (3) years.  (this deletes the language “and for the summer 
months of May through September only”. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Froemming, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve the County Board 
minutes of July 26, 2005, as presented and with the CUP clarification described above. 
 

Approval to Pay Bills 
Motion by Mosher, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve payment of 
the County Board bills per Attachment A of these minutes. 
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Highway Contract – Oscar Lake Outlet Project 
Motion by Lee, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s 
signature to execute a contract between the County of Otter Tail and Delzer Construction, 
Inc. of Fergus Falls, MN, for the Oscar Lake Outlet Project in Section 4 of Carlisle Township, 
at a cost of $47,790.00.  This approval is contingent upon the approval of the County 
Attorney. 
 

Bid Opening – S.A.P. 56-665-07, CSAH 65 
After advertising for bids, Highway Engineer, Rick West, opened the following bids for the 
CSAH 65, Rocky Ridge Rd and Henning Garage Lot project at 1:00 p.m. on July 27, 2005: 
  
 Mark Sand & Gravel Co. $725,447.90 
 Fergus Falls, MN 
 
 Central Specialties, Inc. $759,235.72 
 Alexandria, MN 
Discussion took place regarding the project.  Motion by Froemming, second by Mosher, and 
unanimously carried to delay a decision regarding this project until after the Highway 
Engineer discusses the bids with the Henning Town Board. 
 

Highway Contract – S.A.P. 56-667-31 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s 
signature to execute a contract between the County of Otter Tail and Riley Bros. 
Construction, Inc. for completion of 2005 Street & Utility Reconstruction in New York Mills, 
MN, CSAH 67, contingent upon the approval of the County Attorney. 
 

Motor Vehicle Licensing Training 
Motion by Nelson, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve the closure of the 
Otter Tail County Motor Vehicle Licensing Department on September 22, 2005, to allow the 
employees to attend annual training. 
 

Labor Agreement Approved – Social Workers 
Motion by Mosher, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to authorize the 
Chairman’s signature to execute the Labor Agreement between the County of Otter Tail and 
Minnesota Teamsters Public and Law Enforcement Employees’ Union, Local No. 320, 
representing the Human Services Professional Unit.  The Collective Bargaining Agreement is 
effective from January 1, 2005, through December 31, 2007. 
 

Closed to the Public 
At 10:16 a.m., Chairman Block declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners closed to the public to discuss pending litigation with the Barlow Project 
relative to the Perham Resource Recovery Facility authorized by attorney-client privilege, 
Chapter 13D.05 Subd. 3b.  Present were all five seated Commissioners, the County Attorney, 
County Coordinator, Solid Waste Director, and Board Secretary. 
 

Reconvened in Open Session 
County Ditch No. 37 

At 10:28 a.m., Chairman Block declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners reconvened in Open Session.  Ditch Inspector, Randy Wasvick, reported to 
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the Board regarding a culvert in County Ditch No. 37.  This culvert on Elks Lake Road in 
Dane Prairie Township was repaired at one time, is a deep system, and has a 36” culvert in 
place.  Kevin Brennan, of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, stated that the Fish & Wildlife 
Service recommends a 72” culvert be placed in the ditch, for safety reasons, at this time, as 
other repair work is also needed.  Motion by Mosher, second by Nelson, and unanimously 
carried to approve that a 72” culvert on Elks Lake Road, Ditch 37, be installed for safety 
reasons, and encourage the partnership between the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and Dane 
Prairie Township with this repair project. 
 

Friends of Phelps Mill Donation 
The “Friends of Phelps Mill” donated a picture of the Mill which is hanging outside of the 
Phelps Mill conference room at the Government Services Center.  Commissioners and 
members of Friends of Phelps Mill had a picture taken to recognize the donation. 
 

Shoreland Rules Revision Internal Committee Update 
Land & Resource Director, Bill Kalar, reported on the Shoreland Rules Revision Internal 
Committee Meeting of July 28, 2005.  Areas of discussion included; 1) reducing impervious 
surface coverage, 2) consider existing resorts differently than clusters, 3) revise Cluster/PUD 
Density Calculation, 4) increase water frontage requirements, 5) require density calculation to 
be based on continuous land, 5) clarify open space use, 6) no change to current multipliers, 
and, 7) no change to Tier System other than changing the language so if a portion of a 
project is located in a Shoreland Area and a portion outside of the Shoreland Area, the Non-
Shoreland Area will be considered as if it is all within the SMO area. 
 

Conditional Use Permit Extension 
Motion by Lee, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to extend Conditional Use Permit 
#6159, to October 15, 2005, for Jay Samuelson, Pelican Lake, for an earthmoving project. 
 

Recess 
Reconvene – Closed to the Public 

At 11:12 a.m., Chairman Block declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioner recessed for a Personnel Committee Meeting.  At 11:28 a.m., Chairman Block 
declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners closed to the public 
for the purpose of evaluating the performance of MIS Director, Tim Brand, pursuant to  
M.S. Chapter 13D.05 Subd. 3.  All five seated commissioners were present for the 
evaluation.  A summary of performance conclusions will be provided at the next regular 
County Board meeting. 
 

Recess & Reconvene 
At 11:55 a.m., Chairman Block recessed the County Board meeting for lunch break.  At  
1:15 p.m., Vice-Chairman Froemming reconvened the Board of Commissioners meeting with 
Commissioners Froemming, Mosher, Nelson, and Lee present. 
 

City Watch Program 
Emergency Services Director, Tiny Holm, explained that City Watch is a company functioning 
similar to a Reverse 911 company, which deals with communications to the public.  He stated 
that the County has obtained a $31,000.00 grant to install an eight (8) port system, which 
includes three (3) years of maintenance cost.  Chief Deputy, Stacy Paulseth, stated that this 
is a computer telephone-based program designed to notify large numbers of people in a short 
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period of time for disaster situations.  It can be activated from any phone in the County, a 
message can be recorded and a dispatcher could highlight an area and deliver the pre-
recorded message.  The system could be used for tornado warnings, hazardous spills, and 
other emergency situations as well as for Missing Persons.  Long distance charges would not 
be paid from grant dollars.  Motion by Mosher, second by Nelson, and unanimously carried to 
authorize installation of the City Watch Program to be paid with grant dollars and authorize 
the Sheriff’s Department Budget to include long distance charges for the program and 
maintenance fees after the first three years.  Maintenance fees were estimated at $3,000.00 
per year. 
 

Approval to Submit Reclassification 
Motion by Lee, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to authorize the Human Services 
Director to submit a Position Description Questionnaire to the County’s consultant for a 
reclassification request for the Human Services Account Technician Position (Job Code 
2415).  An updated position description was previously submitted to the Merit System, State 
Department of Human Services, and they determined that there was justification for 
reclassification through the Merit System as a Fiscal Officer. 
 

Liquor License Application 
Motion by Lee, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve the following 
application for license: 
 Lida Greens On-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor 
 Pelican Rapids, MN 
 

Adjournment 
At 1:33 p.m., Vice-Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board 
of Commissioners adjourned until Tuesday, August 9, 2005. 
 
Dated:____________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  
 By:______________________________________ 
  Robert Block, County Board Chair 
Attest:____________________  
 Larry Krohn, Clerk  

 
CB/kd 



 



 
 
 


